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WORDS FROM YOUR 
PRESIDENT 

As another impressive 
year of ASSBI activities 
draws to a close, I find 
myself thinking about 
learned societies and 
associations like ASSBI. I 
know, I can hear you all 

thinking: “Get a life Jacinta!” but wait I do 
have a reason for this musing. I know in our 
time poor 21st century existence, we have 
to be canny about what we do and don’t 
choose to be involved in and learned 
societies are one of those things. So how do 
you decide about being involved?  Of 
course you go to the literature (yes there is 
an evidence base) and it identifies the 
reasons/benefits for being involved, so you 
can weigh up the organisation/s you’re 
thinking about.  And when we do that, 
ASSBI and our past and previous years’ 
activities clearly tick the box for 10 of the 
most highly sort after benefits of 
professional organisations (Goolsby & 
DuBois, 2017). 
 
Benefits of Society Membership  

Continuing education   

Electronic newsletter  

Society journal  

National conferences  

Student membership  

Networking opportunities  

Practice resources  

Members-only resources  

Awards and prizes  

Fellows programme  

 
Our professional development programme 
offers members across disciplines 

numerous opportunities to participate in 
ongoing education and even to do so at 
your leisure with workshops available to 
download as video files. Not only do we 
have our electronic newsletter but also a 
website packed with easy to access benefits 
including our journal Brain Impairment, 
now in its 19th continuous year of publishing 
high quality papers, and our ASSBI 
resources to support effective practice. We 
have run 41 national conferences and this 
year we Connected and Collaborated in 
Adelaide thanks to the brilliant conference 
team led by Liz Williams. Next year we look 
forward to the 42nd Annual Brain 
Impairment conference held in 
collaboration with the New Zealand 
Rehabilitation Association (NZRA) as the 
inaugural ASSBI NZRA Trans Tasman 
Conference. William Levack with his 
outstanding team have put an exceptional 
Call to Action programme together to entice 
us all to participate, network and socialise 
in Wellington.  
 
Student membership with substantially 
reduced dues and conference fees, the 
opportunity to contribute as student 
ambassadors and team leaders, and the 
array of student prizes we offer make ASSBI 
a particularly student friendly option for 
students across health professions. Our 
awards and prizes extend well beyond 
students to clinical practitioners (Early 
Career Clinical Innovation Award) and active 
researchers (annual Douglas and Tate 
journal prize for the best research paper). 
We maintain strong connections with 
international bodies reflecting similar 
missions to our own including the NZRA, the 
International Neuropsychological Society 
(INS) and the Neuropsychological 
Rehabilitation Special Interest group of the 
World Federation of NeuroRehabilitation 
(WFNR). So in short ASSBI is a great place to 
feel at home and reap the benefits that 
have been tailored just for you! 
 
The success and warmth within our society 
rests with numerous people and special 
2018 thanks go to many of you. These 
include the amazing executive and 

committee members; our corporate 
partners Shine Lawyers who continue to 
give us such valuable support, the 2018 and 
2019 conference committees; the outgoing 
student coordinator Ann Huang, her 
incoming counterpart Jonathan Reyes, and 
the student team leaders and ambassadors; 
all the contributors to our rich and varied 
workshop and webinar programme for 
2018; and then of course there’s Margaret, 
our CEO without whom the ASSBI years 
would have long ago drawn to a shuddering 
halt! 
 
Warmest ASSBI wishes for the holiday 
season and a new year full of pleasant 
surprises all round! 
 
Best wishes to you all, 
Jacinta Douglas, President 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Like us on Facebook,  
Follow ASSBI on Twitter 
Join Psychwire and follow ASSBI. 

Become a contact on LinkedIn 
 If you have anything interesting you 
would like tweeted or mentioned on 
facebook, contact Lizzie via 
admin@assbi.com.au. 

  
WEBSITE 
Signing in whether you are a member or not 
will give you the opportunity to update your 
own information including your email 
address. It will also give you access to Brain 
Impairment. If you want to change your 
email address login with your old email 
address or email Margaret to change it prior 
to you logging in. 
https://www.assbi.com.au 
 We would like to collect stats such as 
your discipline and where you come from to 
get a better idea of our community. 
 When your membership is due you will 
receive a couple of reminder emails and 
you can renew and pay online by Visa, 
MasterCard and PayPal if you have an 
account. You can also transfer your fees via 
the bank or send a cheque if you are in 

ASSBI COMMITTEES 
 
EXECUTIVE 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

https://www.shine.com.au/service/personal-injury-lawyers/brain-injury-compensation-claims/
https://www.facebook.com/assbi.australia
https://twitter.com/ASSBI1
http://www.psychwire.org/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://www.assbi.com.au/
https://assbi.com.au/Committees
https://assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Publications-Committee
http://facebook.com/assbi.australia
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Australia – NO INTERNATIONAL CHEQUES 
PLEASE. 

If you have anything you wish to go on 
or have any feedback please email me at 
admin@assbi.com.au. 
Margaret Eagers, Webmaster! 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S 
REPORT 

NDIS Workshops presented by 
ASSBI and Shine Lawyers are 
over. If you missed out they 
were taped so drop me a line 
and I’ll let you know how to 
pay to get access. Elkhonon 

Goldberg will be presenting another 
webinar in the new year at an Australia 
friendly time, I’ll email you! Jonathan our 
new Student Co-ordinator has had a great 
idea for a student workshop so stay tuned! 
The NR-SIG-WFNR and the AADPA have 
both opened their Call for Abstracts (go to 
World Events). Their conferences will be 
held in Spain in June and Brisbane in July 
respectively. 
Cheers, Margaret Eagers, CEO 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO BE 
INVOLVED 
Dr Dana Wong and the VaLiANT group are 
delighted to announce that they are now 
taking referrals for a new group program 
called VaLiANT (Valued Living After 
Neurological Trauma). The group is 
designed to enhance valued living after ABI. 
It is for adults aged 18+ who have had an 
ABI (including stroke, TBI or other non-
degenerative ABI; could attend the 8-week 
program at the La Trobe Psychology Clinic 
(in Bundoora, VIC) and have experienced 
cognitive and/or emotional changes that 
have impacted on their participation in 
valued activities. For more information on 
this and other OPPORTUNITIES click on this 
link. 
 

NEWS 
ARTICLE (epub 2018; 
doi:10.1080/09602011.2018.1488746) – 
Neuropsychological Rehabilitation 
Tate RL, Wakim D, Sigmundsdottir L, 
Longley W.  
Evaluating an intervention to increase 
meaningful activity after severe traumatic 
brain injury:  a single-case experimental 
design with direct inter-subject and 
systematic replication.   
 
 

What the study is about 
Many people with severe degrees of 
traumatic brain injury (sTBI) have limited 
participation: less than 50% return to work 
and around 80% show reduction in their 
leisure activity.  Our systematic review 
(Tate, Wakim & Genders, 2014) also 
showed that very few programmes are 
available to address non-vocational activity 
and occupation for people with sTBI who 
cannot return to work.  This study aimed to 
develop such a programme (which we 
called the Programme for Engagement, 
Occupation, and Activity, PEPA), and 
evaluate its efficacy.   The PEPA is a goal-
directed intervention which comprises 
three stages: (i) in the initial set-up stage 
people with sTBI and clinicians work 
collaboratively to develop three goals in 
each of the domains of leisure, lifestyle and 
social; (ii) the next stage comprises 15 
weekly, face-to-face, 1-hour sessions and 
between session homework; (iii) the final 
forward-planning stage commences in 
sessions 14 and 15, together with two 
booster sessions following programme 
completion.   
 
What we did 
We conducted a series of single-case 
experiments, using a multiple-baseline 
design across behaviours in seven 
participants.  In this design, data on the 
primary outcome variables (in this case, the 
three target behaviours in the areas of 
leisure, lifestyle and social) were collected 
frequently, both during the 5-week pre-
programme baseline and throughout the 
15-week programme.  In this way, the 
participant serves as his or her own control.  
The participants all had sTBI, and a range of 
cognitive and behavioural impairments, 
including clinically significant levels of 
apathy (lack of interest, enthusiasm for 
everyday activities).  None of the 
participants was working, but all lived in the 
community. Four participants were 
functionally independent, but the 
remaining three had substantial support 
needs which were provided by family. 
 
What we found 
Data were evaluated using structured visual 
analysis, supplemented with statistical 
analysis.  The PEPA was successful for six of 
the seven participants.  It was particularly 
effective for participants meeting their 
goals in the lifestyle and leisure areas.  
Results from this study show that the PEPA 
is an effective intervention for increasing 

goal-directed activity levels in people with 
apathy after sTBI.  
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data analysis, and the contributions of 
Ulrike Rosenkoetter, Janet Doubleday, Dr 
Amanda Lane-Brown, and Michelle Genders 
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CORPORATE PARTNERS  
An update from our Corporate Partners, 
Shine Lawyers 
 ASSBI and Corporate Partners Shine 
Lawyers recently partnered to host a series 
of workshops on the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) with a focus on 
eligibility, funding and appeals.  
 The NDIS commenced its roll out in July 
2016 to improve the wellbeing of those 
living with disability. With its introduction 
into different states, region by region over a 
period of time, and varying approaches to 
eligibility and funding, the scheme has 
raised many questions. The workshops 
were designed to equip ASSBI members and 
other health providers with a better 
understanding of the NDIS, explaining the 
levels of support available for clients and 
patients, and providing an opportunity for 
participants to raise questions. 
 Nickelle Morris, Special Counsel from 
Shine Lawyers (who spoke in Brisbane) 
shared her views:  
  
“We received great feedback from the day 
including the information shared on case 
studies which provided insight on what is 
and is not acceptable by the Scheme and 
also the tips and tricks shared by Brooke 
Kooymans from a practical 
perspective.  Many attendees spoke about 
the delays with NDIS and the difficulties 
they’ve experienced dealing with the 
system. Through educating providers on the 
processes and procedures, we want to be 
able to reduce some of this frustration. 
Several participants commented that they 
walked away with some crucial learnings, 
which is really promising to hear.”   
  
Libby Callaway, is a registered occupational 
therapist, and director of Neuroskills Pty 
Ltd. At Monash, (who spoke in Melbourne) 
also shared her views:  

mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/opportunities-to-help/
https://www.assbi.com.au/opportunities-to-help/
https://www.assbi.com.au/opportunities-to-help/
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It was fantastic to collaborate with Shine 
Lawyers and ASSBI to deliver an 
interdisciplinary workshop on the NDIS. As a 
clinician working with NDIS participants 
who is also a researcher leading 
investigations on NDIS policy and 
implementation, I was pleased to contribute 
my knowledge to assist workshop attendees 
to translate NDIS policy into practice. It was 
also great to be able to provide practical 
resources for clinicians to use when working 
with NDIS participants with acquired brain 
injury. 
 
Each workshop followed a two-prong 
approach, with legal experts from Shine 
talking through the applicable legislation 
supported by a sample of case law from 
reviews and appeals. This practical 
approach resonated with attendees as it 
put the aspects of the legislation into 
context. The second segment then provided 
a detailed practical explanation of the 
processes involved for health providers who 
are working with NDIS participants; this 
included a range of practical tips and tricks.  
 The information provided at each event 
the country has been very well received by 
those in attendance. On behalf of Shine 
Lawyers and ASSBI, we’d like to express our 
sincere thanks to all of our presenters who 
generously gave up their time to deliver the 
workshops.   
 If you are interested in knowing more 
about the information discussed during the 
workshops please do not hesitate to reach 
out to Shine Lawyers.  
 
NOTE from ASSBI: If you are interested in 
buying an MP4 of any of the 4 Workshops 
email Margaret at admin@assbi.com.au  
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
  If you would like to see someone give a 
workshop in your State or know of anyone 
coming to Australia in 2019 who would like 
to give a workshop or webinar for ASSBI 
members, please email Margaret and we 
will endeavour to organise a full/half day 
workshop or a webinar. 
 
The second event with the Luria 
Neuroscience Institute in the USA has been 
postponed to 2019. 
 

2018 Workshops available for 
download as video files 
#assbiworkshops 

Jessica Trevena-Peters, Jennie Ponsford and 
Adam McKay presented a full day training 
workshop late in 2017 entitled: An 
evidence-based intervention for activities of 
daily living skill retraining. If you missed this 
workshop the first time around and would 
like to access it please email Margaret. A 
manual has also been produced which 
stands alone and also compliments this 
workshop. It can be bought for $155 (or at a 
discount when you purchase the 
workshop). To access the workshop email 
Margaret and to purchase the manual click 
here 
 
Jennie Ponsford, Adam McKay and Dana 
Wong presented a full day workshop earlier 
this year entitled: The nature and treatment 
of sleep disturbance and fatigue following 
brain injury. If you missed out and would 
like to access this workshop please email 
Margaret. 
 

ASSBI CONFERENCES 
ASSBI’s 42nd and NZRA’s bi-
annual conference  
#assbinzra2019 
 

 
 
Nau mi, haere mai! Welcome! Ngā mihi nui 
kia koutou katoa. On behalf of the 
organising committee, you are warmly 
invited to Wellington, New Zealand, to 
participate in the first combined conference 
of ASSBI and NZRA. (ASSBI/NZRA Inaugural 
Trans-Tasman Conference). There will be 
four half-day workshops and addresses 
from international national speakers, 
including Prof Jon Evans and Prof Fiona 
Jones from the UK, Prof Fary Khan from 
Melbourne, Australia and Prof Matire 
Harwood from Auckland, NZ. Prof Robyn 
Tate, ASSBI Fellow and President Elect will 
deliver the ASSBI Presidential Address. 
 
This conference centers on the World 
Health Organization’s Rehabilitation 2030 
strategy: “A Call for Action”. We will be 
discussing raising awareness about 
rehabilitation, making rehabilitation 
accessible and affordable, meeting unmet 
needs, reducing health inequalities, and 
providing effective, responsive service. Our 
programme will include not only renowned 
national and international speakers but 15 
minute platform, 5 minute datablitz’s, 

poster and 30 minute “How-To Sessions” 
drawn from abstracts covering all facets of 
brain impairment and rehabilitation. 
Wellington (Te Whanganui-a-Tara), the 
coolest little capital in the world and city of 
festivals, culture, food, wine and stunning 
bush & coastlines provides a wonderful 
location for this conference. The committee 
and I look forward to seeing you in 
Wellington on 2nd to 4th May 2019! 
A/Prof William Levack, Convenor 
 
The provisional Programme is now up and 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN 
 
SPEAKERS are being informed about the 
outcome of their abstract submission as we 
speak and the full programme will be up 
VERY SHORTLY 
 
INVITED KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

Dr Matire Harwood 
Matire Harwood’s background 
is in primary health care and 
rangahau hauora Māori. She is 
the Director for Tōmaiora, 

Māori Health Research, and Senior Lecturer 
at the Auckland Medical School; editor for 
the Māori Health Research Review; and GP 
Champion for Primary Care Health Targets 
at Counties Manukau DHB. 

STUDENT’S 
CORNER 
Ann Huang, ASSBI Student Co-
ordinator has resigned, we would like 
to wish her all the best for the future. 
Jonathan Reyes, the Melbourne Team 
Leader has stepped into her role and 
will be our Student Co-ordinator for 
the next 2 years.  
 
We have now opened applications for 
Team Leaders and Student 
Ambassadors for 2019 CLICK here to 
apply 
 

ASSBI’S students in Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Townsville, Adelaide, Perth 
and Newcastle have all had events to 

spread the news of ASSBI to other 
students. 

 
For full reports on student events with 
photos go to the Student News Page 

For any student enquiries email 
admin@assbi.com.au 

mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://www.assbi.com.au/Resource
https://www.assbi.com.au/Resource
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RYnw8XESLxKUYd
https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1RYnw8XESLxKUYd
http://www.assbi.com.au/student%20news.html
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
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Dr Harwood sits on the Board and Māori 
Health Committee at the Health Research 
Council, and the Māori Advisory Committee 
for Auckland / Waitemata DHB. 
Other recent roles include Clinical Director 
at Tamaki Healthcare PHO; Deputy Chair for 
Te ORA (Māori Medical Practitioners 
Association); previous member of the 
Asthma and Respiratory Foundation, and 
Health and Disability Ethics Committees. 
Matire has recently been honoured with a 
fellowship in the 2017 L'Oréal UNESCO For 
Women in Science programme for her 
research in addressing the inequities of 
health-related outcomes between 
indigenous and non-indigenous people. 
Matire’s Keynote talk is entitled Mana Tū: 
Indigenous people ‘taking charge’ of living 
with long term conditions. Her workshop is 
entitled: Rehabilitation research and service 
development: meeting the rights of 
Indigenous people and the outcomes for the 
workshop are: a. An understanding of the 
UN Declaration on the rights of indigenous 
peoples and its application to rehabilitation 
services and research; b. pathways to 
inequities and c. how to address the 
‘responsiveness to indigenous peoples’ 
question/s in business case or funding 
applications. 
 
For detailed information on all the 
speakers, links to book accommodation and 
to register  
Go to the ASSBI website to keep up to date 

 

BRAIN IMPAIRMENT 

ASSBI’s multidisciplinary Journal 

To login to the BI site of CUP, just login 

to the ASSBI website and click on this link to 

get directed to the Brain Impairment page 

of the CUP website, if you require any help 

with this please email Margaret. 

Jennifer Fleming and Grahame Simpson  

Co-Editors 

 

ASSBI RESOURCES 
All ASSBI resources are available to ASSBI 
and INS members with a 10% discount. 

I would like to remind everyone that in 
addition to the manuals that ASSBI has for 
sale Members of ASSBI can download many 
free tests.  

Non-members have access to some free 
downloads too – click here to see the full 
list of manuals and free to downloads on 
offer 
Skye McDonald 
Resources Manager 
 

WORLD EVENTS 
Events being held in Australia and around 
the world by INS, BIA, NR-SIG-WFNR and 
other organisations can be found by clicking 
on the undernoted link 
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events 

 

 
 

 

ASSBI EVENTS 
 

WORKSHOPS 

 

2019 CONFERENCE 
 

 

WORLD EVENTS 
 
 

ASSBI MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Memberships ARE ANNIVERSARY 
which means that your 

membership lasts for a full 
 12 or 24 months from date of 

renewal 
 

Don’t forget as a member you 
will get a significant discount to 

the ASSBI/NZRA Conference 
 

CLICK HERE to join or renew 
 
 

https://www.assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Conferences
https://www.assbi.com.au/Access-to-Brain-Impairment-for-MEMBERS/
mailto:admin@assbi.com.au
https://assbi.com.au/resource
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/Professional-Development
https://www.assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Workshops
https://www.assbi.com.au/ASSBI-Conferences
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/World-Events
https://www.assbi.com.au/Membership
https://assbi.com.au/Join-us

